
What you need to know 
about Rabies

RABIES is a deadly disease caused by a virus that attacks the central nervous system.  The 
virus lives in the saliva and brain tissue of infected animals. 

Rabies is carried mainly by wild animals such as raccoons, skunks, bats, coyotes, and 
foxes.  However, stray dogs and cats can easily pick up rabies from wild or stray animals. 
Rabies only infects mammals, which means that pets, livestock, wildlife and people are at 
risk.   

Rabies is spread mainly through bites from infected animals, but the disease can be spread 
in other ways too.  For example, rabies can be passed by scratches from an infected animal 
or when infected saliva or brain tissue comes into contact with: open wounds, skin breaks or 
mucous membranes like the thin layers of tissue that line the eyes, nose and mouth.  

Fortunately, there are steps that you can take steps to protect yourself and your loved ones.

1)	Avoid contact with all wild animals.  Never try to feed or handle any wild
	 animals and never adopt wild animals as pets. Keep wild animals out of your
	 home by securing doors and windows, capping chimneys with screens and
	 closing off any openings in porches, basements and attics.  Secure trash cans
	 and any pet food stored outside in animal-proof containers to avoid access by
	 wild or stray animals.
2)	Stay away from strays and other people's pets (you do not know if they have been 		
	 protected against rabies).
3) 	Report stray animals to your local animal care and control office.

You can keep your pets safe too. 

1)	Ask your pet's doctor about rabies shots.
2) 	Confine your pets to your property (pets that are allowed to roam
      free are at higher risk for getting rabies).
3) 	Never feed pets outdoors (food left outdoors will attract stray or wild animals).  
4) 	If your pet is attacked or bitten by an animal contact your pet's doctor and your local 		
	 animal care and control office.  A rabies booster shot can help protect your pet.  If your 	
	 pet is not treated it could become a threat to you and your loved ones.

 




